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PREFACE. 


TFT is a real concern to Mr. J/alli:4 
& that he is again obliged to appear 
alone on ſuch 'an occaſion. Variotis, and 
ſome nat very pleaſing, conjeftures 
hath already tranſpired, on the unex- 
peed appearance of the other part de- 


livered at the late Otdination, when no 


application had been made to him, by 
the Church, for his diſcourſe ; he there- 
fore thinks it becomes him to declare, 
that this ' is not through the /7ght of 
his Friends, or by any zegle&# of his 
own. After the ſolemnity, in preſence 
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| of a large Company, a motion was made, 
in His abſence, for both the Charge and 
the Sermon, but the Author of the for- 
' mer once and again rejefted the propo- 
ſal, 'and gave his reaſon for refuſing the 
earneſt and repeated requeſt. This 
being}. the caſe, . the Gentlemen rightly 
judged that it would not be 'reſpeZZful 
if accent, to have a ſeparate publication, 
and. therefore did not apply any further 
til;”' to - their ſurprize, the Charge was 
publiſhed, without the leaſt intimation. 
to them or to him.” 

. The Meſſengers. who invited Mr. 
Walln, know.that he-at firſt objected his 
being liable to a requeſt of this kind; 
and he flattered | himſelf that, through 
their influence, it might haye been 


avoided ; 
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avoided ; | but, ſeeing it was otherwiſe, 
nothing - could be more agreeable than 
to hear that the - propoſal was declined, 
and eſpecially as the reaſon aſſigned 
implied a reſolution not to repeat what 
had given offence. On {ſeveral ac- 
counts Mr. Jallin would have. gladly 
been excuſed at this time, but under 
theſe circumſtances a compliance was 
due to his Friends, and to himſelf; 
and if his attempt ſhould in any degree 
promote the order and love which be- 
long to Chriſtian-Society, he ſhall not 
regret his being called, even in this man- 
ner, to publiſh on a ſubje&, on which 


he would rather have ſeen others go be- 


fore him: a ſubje&t, however diſtaſteful 


to ſome, he apprehends of great im- 


portance, and never more needful; and 
he 
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he hopes that his being 7h#s leftibehind, 


will not deprive hitre of the ſcrious and 


candid attention of thoſe into whoſe 
hand his Sermon may providentially 


come. 


Chriſtians very nearly agree in their 
definition of a Church, but they differ 
in their modes of diſcipline and wor- 
ſhip, it 1s therefore probable that a 
Reader may find ſomething contrary 
to his own opinion ; but at this he will 
not be offended, when he conſiders that, 
with the right of private judgment, 


averred. by all Proteſtants, each De- 


nomination muſt be allowed, on theſe 


occafions, to ſpeak their mind freely, 


and to improve the ſeaſon according to 
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the. plan they, have ſpouſe from the 
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 {cripture, ref ona 
The Reader is further acquainted that 

it was thought needful to inſert a few 

_ things in the diſcourſe which eſcaped, 


or were omitted, on the delivery, be- 


cauſe of the time: care has been taken 


to recover all that was uttered, never- 


theleſs, if any who heard, ſhall find a 


ſentence wanting, it is preſumed that 
he will excuſe it on being told that for 


more then three weeks Mr. FYall:n was 


under no apprehenſion of its being ap-_ 
plied for. 


An opportunity of handling the point 


diſcuſſed in the following pages, in that 


full and accurate manner it deſerves, 


would 
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| would have been very acceptable ; but 
the performance, brief as it is, the 
Author commits to the blefſing of God, 
who is often pleaſed to ſucceed the 
endeavours of the leaſt of his Servants to 


his own glory, and to the edification 
of his People. 


Tho 
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The Conſtitution of a Goſpel-Church 
adapted to Union and Peace. 


A 
SERMON, @:. 


I 'COR.. IL. :28- 


Tat there ſhould be no ſchiſm in the body, but 


that the members ſhould have the jame care 


one for another, 
MI ſolemnity was held in this place, 

and may it. be ſtill many more be- 
fore another ſuch occafion- returns; bur, 
through a variety of changes, theſe calls are 
very frequent, and of late I have been re- 


ANY years are paſt fince a like 


peatedly engaged in the ſame branch of fer- 


vice now allotted me. My appointment is 
to addreſs this Church of Chriſt; who, under 
the leadings of Providence, have found out, 
and choſen, we truſt, a fit man to go in and 
out before them; and whom they have this 
day openly ſet apart, and acknowledged as 
their Paſtor, Elder, and Guide, 

| Ws It 
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It will fcarce be Cenied, that a good un- 
derſtanding in the conſtitution to which we 
belong, and an agreeable behaviour, are of im- 
portance to Society; the welfare of every 
Community, and the advantage of her Mem- 
bers, greatly depend on theſe things, Permit 
me then, Beloved, to remind you of the 
nature and manner of that facred fellowſhip 
we obtain in- a goſpel Church-ſtate : In con- 
ſormity to this, under a divine biefling, 
every end of your Communion will be an- 
ſwercd, and by conſequence, all the en- 
 couragement and honor due to our Brother, 
your Miniſter, ſecured :. for this purpoſe I 
have ſelected the remarkable and: inftruftive 
paſſage recited. 

I think it decent farther to: obſerve, 'that 
my choice of this ſubject is not from any 
apprehenſion of your particular defeCt in point 
of order and love; your cleaving together 
with patience and prayer, while deſtitute, 
afforded your Friends a pleaſing hope in your 
. favor ; and thanks be to God, we have this 
- opportunity of -rejoicing with you on the 
lucceſs you have obtained : but I apprehend 
' It a ſeaſonable ſubject, and your known good 
behaviour rather emboldens me to take the 

OPPOI= 
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opportunity of inſiſting upon it, ſince where 
there is no juſt ſuſpicion of cenſure, there 
can be little danger of miſtake or offence. 
Thele things premiſed, I ſhall with freedom 


. proceed. 


When the Lord aſcended up on high he 
gave gifts to men, and there was a plentiful 
effuſion of the Spirit on the Diſciples at Jeru- 
ſalem, for the ſpread of the goſpel; and 
every primitive Church had her ſhare of thoſe 


_ Extraordinary talents which abounded 


through the operation of the Holy Ghoſt, 
but none more indulged in this reſpect than 
that in the city of Corinth; of whom it is 
laid, chap. i. 7. that they came behind in no 
gift. But, alas, this ſingular advantage, 
was perverted by ſome into an occaſion of 
diſcord; many were the contuſtons and 
ſchiſms among them, for which they are re- 


-proved ; and then to convince them of their 


folly, and reclaim them to order, the frame 
of a Chriſtian-Church, and the becoming de- 


portment-of her Members, are diſcouried on, 


in a large and particular manner; and it 
would be happy if this branch of religion 
was more the ſtudy of many who join in 
As -: the 
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the ſacred communion, that they might know 
how to behave in the houſe of the Lord. 

In the chapter before us| the Apoſtle hav- 
ing treated on the author, nature, diverſity, 
and end of ſpiritual gifts, proceeds to il- 
luſtrate the conſtitution of a Church by com- 
paring it with the natural body, and hence 
ſhews that diviſions among the Faithful in 
communion are far from being decent: 
verſe 12. For as the body is one, and hath 
many members, and all the members of that one 
body being many, are one body : ſo alſo is Chriſt), 
2. e. the Church, However this deſcription 
may in ſome reſpefts anſwer to the catholic 


Church or myſtical Body of Chriſt, in gene- 


ral, the Apoſtle 1s manifeſtly ſpeaking of a 
viſible particular Church, and immediately 
.refers to that Church which then exiſted at 
Corinth, for in verſe 27. he expreſly applies ir 
to them: Now ye are the body of Chriſt, and 
members in particuiar. Which agreeth with 
Rom. ii. 5. So we being many are one body in 
Chriſt ; and every one members one of another, 
Beſides, the gifts, order, and offices, treated on 
1n this, and ſome other chapters, belong only 
to a particular yifible Church, 
The 
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The Apoſtle, in purſuit of his defgn, 
conſiders the wonderful diſpoſition .and uſe 
of the ſeveral members in the human frame; 
in which the divine wiſdom and goodneſs 
are manifeſt; and in our text declares that 
God hath ſo tempered this curious building 
together, that there ſhould be no ſchifm in the 
body ; but that the members ſhould have the ſame 
care one for another. q. d. Theſe many and 
diverſe members of the natural body, with 
their different ſituation and powers are evi- 
dently deſigned, and admirably fitted to 
promote the harmony of its parts, and thereby 
the edification of the whole: So alſo is 
Chriſt; or, in other words, that ſpiritual 
Corporation a Goſpel-Church * Now this, 
my Brethren, no doubt, is recorded for the 
inſtruEtion of the Diſciples of Jeſus in com- 
munion in every place to the end of the 
world, and I hope our refletion upon it will 


be 


* The fimilitude will hold, and the paſſage may be ap» 
plied to the Fellowſhip of Churches no leſs than to that 
of individuals joined in a ſeparate communion. Particy- 
lar Churches are members of the catholic body in Chriſt, 
they are all engaged in the ſame glorious cauſe, and from 
ſcripture-example it appears that they are mutually oblig= 
ed to care for one another ; but this idea would have led 
me too far; the Apoſtle refers it to a particular Society. 
and the like application ſutes my deſign, 
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nt 


be found pertinent and uſeful on the preſent 
occaſion. 
From the ſcope of the place this obſerva- 


tion of the Apoſtle preſents us with the fol- 


lowing truths; namely, that a Goſpel- 
Church is comparable to the natural body ; 
that ſhe is ſo conſtituted by divine wiſdom 
as to leave no juſt occaſion for ſchiſm ; but 
that, on the contrary, every thing tends to 


harmony and love; and further, that her 
tranquility depends, under God, on the 


mutual care of her Members. 


To our improvement on theſe articles 
I ſhall, 


I. Take a view of the ſimilitude ſuggeſted 
in the paſſage. 
1I. Enquire into the ſchiſm intended. 


1H. Mention ſome particulars relative to 


a Church of Chriſt, by which it will ap- 


pear that her conſtitution is adapted to. pre- 
vent any kind of diviſion; and then, 


IV. Conſider the mutual care of her 
Members, according to divine appointment, 


in the exerciſe of which her peace is pre- 


ſerved. Theſe points, Sirs, with a word or 
Ne two 
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i 
| eo concerning your obligation to our dear 
Brother, who is now your honoured Paſtor, 
| will complete my deſign. And, 


IT. With reſpe& to the compariſon. A 
Church of Chriſt is a Company of the Elect, 
who being born again, and vitally united 
to him, are joined to one another, and walk 
together in the order of the goſpel, for the 
glory of the Lord, and their mutual edi- 
fication. This anſwers to 1 Pet. ii. 5. Ze 

alſo as lively flones, are built up a ſpiritual 
houſe, an holy prieſthood, to offer up ſpiritual 
facrifices, acceptable to God by TFeſus Chriſt, 
In other places, as in the text, we have ſeen 
the Saints in this union are deſcribed as a 
natural body, thus, Eph. iv. 16. where the 
Apoſtle having exhorted the Diſciples to grow 
up into Jeſus in all things, which is the 
head, even Chriſt, adds, From whom the whole: 
bedy fit'y joined together, and compadted by that 
which every joint ſupplieth, according to the 
effectual working of the meaſure of every part, 
maketh increaſe of the body, unto the edifying of 
itſelf in love. A-moſt beautiful and inſtrut- 
ing alluſton to the wonderful union, ' order, 
-and operation of the different members in 


the 
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the human body! Now the particulars ir 
which the ſimilitude holds between this ſpiri- 
tual Corporation and the natural body are 
obvious, and in a great meaſure laid out in 

the context ; AS, Yee | 
1. Its Builder is God. In the preceeding 
verſe it 1s expreſly declared that God hath 
tempered the body together, and we know 
that this human frame is the handy-work of 
the Almighty; he created and- formed it by 
his wiſdom and power, and after his plea- 
ſure; ſo is the Church. Thus it was in 
Moſes's time, his houſe or church-ſtate was 
built by the Lord, Heb. iii. The. pattern 
of the tabernacle was given in the mount, 
and the materials, inſtruments, and form of 
Solomon's temple were from above. This 
typical houſe was not merely by divine di- 
rection, but there were ſupernatural gifts in 
their kind for completing the ſame ; the 
prieſthood and every thing relating to that 
ſervice, was by immediate orders from hea- 
ven; or if we conſider the Congregation of 
Iſrael as a Church, they were a People 
formed by God tor himſelf, to ſhew forth his - 
praile. | 
In 
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In like manner is the Church under the 
preſent. diſpenſation; its order and. frame is 
of divine appointment z the materials are 
prepared by the Spirit of God, their union, 
communion, gifts and graces, form, ordi- 
nances, and officers are preſcribed in the 
Word of the Lord. A regular Goſpel-Church 
leaves no room for human invention ; 
It is all of divine inſtitution, and derives its 
whole conſtitution from the wiſdom, power, 
and authority of God; ſo that what the 
Apoſtle faith to the Coriaihians is applicable 
to all true Believers, wherever gathered, 
and united in a Church-ſtate, Zph. ii. g. 
Ye are God's building. And, by the way, 
doth not this prove that a negle&t of the 
communion of Saints is a ſlight of the 
wiſdom and authority of God ? But again, 

2. As the human frame conſiſts of many 
members, who all belong to one body, and 
to each other as related thereto, ſo is 


Chriſt; which I need only mention. And | 


likewiſe, 
3. That the ſimilitude holds in reſpe&t of 


the diverſity of its members, in point of ſitu- 


ation, capacity and office, which the Apoſtle 
particularly defcribes. Beſides, 
B &. It 
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4. It 1s well known that theſe numerous 
and different parts of the human body are 
fnpplied from the ſame head, whence, in a 
71ght ſtate of things, flow the animal ſpirits 
to invigorate every Member, inſomuch that if 
any one is deprived of this fource it will 
wither and die: thus it is with the body of 
Chriſt. Indeed lifeleſs and formal perſons 
may creep into a chriſtian Community, but 
they are not allowed, and a Church 1s to be 
conſidered as a ſpiritual body, the members 
'of which are alive in Chriit, really united in 
that one glorious Head of tulneis and grace ; 
as deſcribed in the forementioned place in 
the Epheſians. Now every Member of this 
living body hath an abſolute and equal depen- 
dence on its ſupply from the fame Head for 
its power, even from the: Lord Jeſus, through 
'the agency of the divine Spirit. Thus we 
read, Col, i. 19. that fron this Head a!/ the 
body. by joints ..and bands, having nouriſhment 
miniſtred, and knit together, mcreaſeth with: the 
mncrcaſe of God. In which place the Apoſ- 


tle is ſpeaking not of the natural body, | 


bur of Saints united in the order of the goſpe?, 
' Moreover, 


5. As 


S 
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5. As the members of the body thus ſup- 
plied and maintained, being duly exerciſed, 
are a mutual help to each other, and con- 
duce to the good of the whole, 1o is the 
Church, wver/e 21. The eye cannot ſay to the 
band, TI have no need of thee: nor again, the 
head to the feet, I have no need of you. Tn 
like manner no living Member of the Church 
of God, however comparitively ſmall or low 
In his ſtation and capacity, is uſeleſs, nor is 
there any room for him that 1s moſt exalt- 
ed therein to boaſt over, or deſpiſe his 


Brother. I might proceed to a farther illuſ- 
tration of this likeneſs from the ſympathy 


of thoſe who are united in love in this chriſ- 
tian Corporation, the deſign of the building 
which is that of a dwelling, it being de- 
clared, Eph. ii. 22. that we are guided tc- 
gether an habitation of God, through the 
Spirit. And, finally, that this kind of Church- 
ſtate is temporary, liable to decay, and 
will ſooner or later diſſolve. But I torbear, 
and proceed, ; 


I. To enquire into the Schiſm intended. 
Nothing has been more miſtaken and abuſed 


than the notion of Schiſm among the Pro- 
B 2 teſiors 
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feſſors of chriſtianity. } Your late honored 
Miniſter, whoſe memory is juſtly eſteemed, 
and who wrote ſeveral excellent pieces, hath 
left his opinion on this point, with which 
you are no doubt acquainted. I do not re- 


colle& his particular thoughts, but you will 


allow me to follow my text. 


Schiſm is a divi//or, the queſtion is whether 


it is to be taken for a ſeparation from, or 
2 diſſention in the Church. Some define 
Schiſm to be a cauſeleſs ſeparation from a 
particular communion : on this principle all 
ſeparations have been condemned by one 
party or another as {chiſmatic, ſSchiſm in this 
ſenſe hath been by ſome raſhly pronounced 
a fearful, yea almoſt an unpardonable fin, and 
then uncharitably imputed to thoſe who could 
not hold communion with them. 'Thus Papiſts 


inveigh againſt Proteſtants, and heretofore 


ſome Zealots among the latter have in like 


manner treated their Brethren for diſſenting 


from them. 

I would by no means countenance divi- 
ſions ; needleſs ſeparations are not to be com- 
mended, they ſavour of ignorance, pride, 
and a diſorderly ſpirit, and may be the oc- 
caſion of Schiſm, in the ſenſe of our text ; 


put 
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but I do not find the term uſed for a ſepara- 
tion in all the New-Teſtament, in which it 
occurs eight or nine times, and in each place 
the idea conveyed is that of a difſention iz 
the body, as of a rent in a garment, Max. 
Xi. 21, In John vil. 43. it 1s uſed for di- 
viſions among the people, which agrees 
with the maniteſt ſenſe of the word through- 
out this epiſtle : thus chap. 1. 10. the Apoſte 
ſaith, I beſeech you that there be zo diviſions 
among you. And again, chap. x1. 18. 1 hear 
that there be diviſions, or ichilms, among yea z 
and I partly believe it. 

They had their diſorders and Schiſms 
among the firſt Diſciples, as we ſee from the 
inſtance at Corinth; but it doth not appear 
that it was their cuſtom, as in later times, | 

on every :difference, to divide into ſeperate | 
Communities. We read of many particular l 
Churches, and in every place they who be- 
lieved incorporated together, as the Lord q, 
hath appointed, but, in what town or city 
do we find more than one Church? Ir is 
granted that we are not altogether in the like 40 
circumſtances with our primitive Brethren, | 
and I would be far from ſuggeſting that in af 
the preſent ſtate of things it may not pro- 
mote Wl 
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mote the intereſt of real religion, eſpecially 
in populous Cities, to have ſeveral Churches 
of the ſame faith and order nearly adjoining”; 
it certainly doth; if they and their Miniſters 
love one another : but I am free to declare 
my opinion, that to divide and ſubdivide on 
every difſention, 1s not adapted to magnify, 
or even to maintain the viſible kingdom of 
God in a land. Separations where the goſ- 
pel is profeſſed without a general ſatisfaCtion, 
as to the cauſe and neceſſity, hath but too 
naturally proved an occaſion of carnal emu- 
lation, ſtrife, and ill will. In a word, need- 
leſs ſeparations are the bane of brotherly love, 
But, to return, it is plain that the Corin- 
#hians are charged with Schiſm when they 
came together as a Church in oze place, 
chap. xi. 18. They are therefore cenſured 
not for ſeparatzions, but for inteſtine diviſions. 
May you, my dear Brethren, be ever un- 
acquainted with theſe grievous and ſhameful 
contentions; to avoid which a wiſe and good 
man would ſuffer any thing he lawfully may ; 
and, in all appearance conſcience is rarely, 
if ever, concerned in theſe unnatural 
&rivings. | 


You 
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You ſee then that Schi/mz in the New-Teſta- 
ment 1s ſo far from conſiſting in a ſeparation 
from a Community, that it ſuppoſes a con- 
tinuance in Church-relation, and this is 
agreeable to our text, which runs in theſe 
terms, That there ſhould be no Schiſm 1x the 
body. A Schiſm #n the body, and a ſepara- 


tion from the body, are things widely dit- 


ferent, and ſhould not be confounded together. 
I now come, 


III. To make it appear that the conflitu- 
tion of a Chriſtian-Church is adapted to pre- 
vent every kind of diviſion. Of this no man 
will doubt, who attends to the following 
particulars : | 

I. The foundation on which the Father 
hath called us into this fellowſhip with him- 
ſelf: It is grounded on a Covenant of peace, 
ratified in the blood of his Son, who is the 
Surety thereof. Unworthy conceptions of 
this divine appointment are very injurious to 
the ſpirit of religion. Indeed this priviledge 
13 common to the Faithful in Chriſt, bur 
it 1s not of an ordinary kind, it belongs not 
to nature, no; It 1s the communion of Saints ; 
an high and ſupernatural thing, which reſults 

trom 


| 
bl 
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_ from the good pleaſure of a reconciled God, 
and is a province of the kingdom of grace 
and of heaven : © We have boldneſs to enter 
into the holieſt of all by the blood of Jefus, 
«who put away fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf.” 
So then our fellowſhip in Chriſt is a fruit of 
redemption, and of that peace our Saviour 
made, when he finiſhed his work on the croſs. 
And, can any thing be a more direct and pow- 
erful objeftion to the allowance. of ſtrife or 
diviſion ? How perverſe are diſſentions and 
diſcord among Brethren united on ſo glo- 
rious a foundation; even peace with God, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ! But this is the 
baſis of chriſtian Communion, in which 
Believers have fellowſhip with God : For we 
=D} bave fellowſhip one with another, and tbe 
blood of Fejus Chriſt his Son cleanſeth us from all 
fin, 1 Johni. 7. Again, 
' 2. The near and important relation which 
 fubliſts among Chriſtians in this goſpel-union, 
is another thing which naturally tends to har- 
mony and peace. This relation is twofold, 
firſt ; to the Lord Jeſus, the common Head 
of his Members, who have a juſt and equal 
claim in him : Chriſt is the Head of the Church, 
and he is the Saviour of the Body, And again, 
Ie 
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Fe are Members of his Body, his Fleſh, and his 


Bones, Eph. v. 23 and 30 compared. Second- 


ly, To one another, Rem. Xii. 5. recited 
before ; every one Members one of another. And 
verſe 27, below the text, which hath like- 


wiſe been mentioned already, Ye are members 


74 particular; i. e, of the Body of Chriſt, 


and of one another in him. And, is not this 
endearing and univerſal relation to the Lord 
and one another an argument againſt any 


kind of uncharitable diviſion? So then it 
appears that the Conſtitution or a Church is 
adapted to Union and Love. And, 

3. The mutual intereſt and concern which 


| the ſeveral Members have in the harmony and 
order of the Body is a natural and ſtrong 


motive to ** the unity of the Spirit in the 


.« bond of peace.” In chriſtian Commu- 
.nion there is a mutual dependence and in- 
tereſt ; Elder and Younger are, in their places, 
ſubſervient to each others edification. If a 
Schiſm is made, and thereby particular 
Members are diſturbed, the ſupply of heir 


part, to the nouriſhment of the Body, is 
obſtructed and loſt, by which every one ſuf- 


fers in his credit and comfort, in proportion 


to the capacity of which he is poſſeſſed, 
C This 
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This is the caſe in the human Body : verſe 26. 
And whether one member fuffer all the members 
fuffer with it : or one member be honoured all 
the members rejoice in it. The application im- 
mediately follows. The honor and advan- 
tage of each Member depends on the 
union and perfeftion of the body. Surely, 
my Brethren, a Corporation ſo framed, that 
NO animoſity or diviſion can ariſe but what 


will in ſome meaſure affe&t every Member 
to his diſadvantage, muſt be allowed a Con- 


ſtitution admirably adapted to peace! Once 
' more, 

4. The final end of this ſacred fellowſhip, 
with reſpe&t to every. one who enjoys it, 
ſufficiently proves it a Conftitution fitted for 
concord and love : It is no leſs than this, 
namely, his complete falvation, and happt- 
neſs in communion with God and his Fellow- 
Chriſtians in the Church triumphant i in glory, 
This divine appointment is for the perfeCing 
of the Saints, that they may meet in the 
heavenly kingdom, where they ſhall be ever- 
laſting Companions; in the preſence of God 
and of the Lamb. 

And now,. Beloved, what can be more 
evident than” that a regular Church is every 


way 
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way adapted to promote the : union and 
peace on which her glory, and the happineſs 
_ of her Members depend ? Surely a Corpora- 
tion ſettled on peace made with God by the 
blood of the croſs, and ere&ted by the Fa- 
ther's good pleaſure, who is reconciled in 
His Son; a Corporation, every Member of 
which ſtands in this near and endearing re- 
lation to Chriſt, as the Head of the Body, and 
to one another in him; a Corporation in 
which all its Members have a mutual de- 
pendence and reciprocal intereſt, inſomuch 
that each one is affected with the ſtate of the 
Body, according to his ſituation and power, 
and conſequently muſt ſuffer on any diviſion ; 
and, finally, a Corporation deſigned for the 
meetening its Members for the peaceful re- 
gions of bliſs, where they hope to abide together 
in fulneſs of joy for ever: I ſay, it muſt cer- 
tainly be admitted, that a Corporation thus 
deſigned, and framed by the infinite wiſdom 
and grace of a reconciled God, for the ob- 
je&ts of his love, is fitted for harmony and 
peace. RR: Ip 
What can be found in ſo beautiful and 
excellent a Conſtitution to countenance 
Schiſm? Doth not every thing plead for 
| C2 union 
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union and love ? No doubt, my dear Friends, 
all diſcord and contention in the Churches 
of Chriſt are unnatural, and a departure 
from the genuine ſpirit of the Goſpel. But 
the queſtion, is, how ſhall peace be maintain- 
ed in the Church, and every animoſity and 
Schiſm prevented? Which leads me, 


TV. To conſider the mutual care required 
of the Members in Communion for the at- 
taining this valuable end. Many things con- 
duce to the x eace of a chriſtian Society which 
are not to be omitted : Union in Sentiment 
is of great importance ; hence, chap. i. 10, 
the Apoſtle beſeecheth the Corinthians to be 
perfeftly joined together in ihe ſame mind, 
and in the ſame judgment. But where a dit- 
ference in opinion concerning Points not 
 effential ſubſiſt, the next thing is Charity ; 
2his, ſaith the Apoſtle, 2s the bond of perfeft- 
neſs; t. e. of an intire harmony among 
Chriſtians, Cel. 111. 14. It becomes us to ſee 
| that we /ove one another with a pure beart and 
fervently, 1 Pet. 1. 22. Humbleneſs of mind 
1s another thing recommended; without 


which men are prone to ſtrife and vain glory, 
-:"- DCE Philip. 11, | 


The 
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The Scripture faith not in vain, Orly by 
pride comes contention, Prov. iii. 10. There- 
fore let each have a ſober and humble opinion 
of himſelf, as he values the peace of the 
Brethren. But our text ſets the care of the 
Members one for another in oppoſition to 
Schiſm in the Body ; and the Apoſtle in ap- 
plying this to the Church at Corinth, mani- 
feſtly teaches that the mutual care of the 
Members of a chriſtian Community is by 
divine appointment a means of preventing 
diviſion. This 1s conſtitutional in a Church 
of Chriſt, that the Members ſhould have the 
fame care one for another. Herein lieth the 
whole practice of piety, in point of ſocial re- "i 
ligion, in opening of which it is proper to f 
enquire in what reſpects the care of each i 
member is the /ame, the objef? of his care in 
behalf of his Fellow, and hw this concern in "\j 


—_— 


_ the heart will appear. And, Ws. 
1. The identity or ſameneſs of the care to | 

be exerciſed by all the Members of a Church, 
cannot intend that the Office or particular Wl 
acts: of each one is formally and exaQtly the 1 
ſame; this cannot be in the nature of the vl 
thing, and is abſurd to imagine. It is ob- 
ſerved in the context, *© That God hath fet |. 
{ome 
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ſome in the Church, firſt Apoſtles; and theſe 
queſtions follow, © Are all Apoſtles ? are all 
Prophets? are all workers of miracles ? *? 
No: there are diverſities of gifts and ſtations 
in the houſe of God. This mutual care of 
the Members muſt be taken in a ſenfe con- 
ſiſtent with the conſtitution of things in the 
Body to which they belong; it doth not 
conſound the order of Society, or give any 
Juſt occaſion for one man to intrude on the 
tunQion of another : God is not the author of 
confuſion, but of peace, in all the Churches of 
be Saints, chap. xiv. 33. 

In the natural body, the eye hath not 
the care of receiving, nor the hand of 
diſcerning what is fit to be applied, nor has 
the ſect an obligation upon it to either, yet 
xt has the /awe care for its Fellow-Members, 
2. e. it is concerned for moving the body from 
one place to another, when needful : In like 
manner every Member of a chriſtian Com- 
munity hath not the office and care of the 
-Paſtor, nor is it incumbent on each to per- 
torm the duties of that ſacred Function, and 
the ſame may be obſerved of other offices in 
the Church. Again, 


One 
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One ſtated healthful and edifying exerciſe 
of this ſpiritual Corporation, is that of 
a communicating, as the Apoſtle expreſſes 
it, Phil, ww. 15, concerning givins and 're- 
ceiving, for the relief of the poor, and the 
expences of the houſe of the Lord ; but even 
' the exerciſe itfelf ſuppoſes that every one is 
not called or qualified to give, though every 
one ſhould endeavour to be uſeful this way, 


» 
HZ 


and there is reaſon to fear that in this reſpect. 


{ome withhold more than 1s meet; yet all 
have not wherewith to beſtow, nor, on the 
other hand, is it lawful for thoſe ro receive, 
who can by any means avoid being charge- 
able. Thus we ſee that to underſtand the 
fſameneſs of this care of the very /elf-/ame acts 
in each individual would be abſurd, this 
would be to refle&t on the wiſdom and good- 
neſs of the Lord, whole conſtitution it is, 
by making him require what he hath noc 
rendered his Servants capable of, ana, 
indeed, to demand what is abſolutely im- 
poſſible. 

This phraſe is- certainly to be underſtood 
conſfiſtent with each Members talent and 
ſtation in the Body; and I humbly appre- 
hend that-in general, the true meaning is this, 


namely, 
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namely, that all the Members of a Church 
are under the ſame obligation, 7. e. equally 
obliged to care for one another, according to 
each ones power and office in the Community. 
Every one knows that this 1s the only effec- 
tual method of peace in any Corporation 
whatever. Now this mutual obligation 1s 
with great propriety ſtyled the ſame care. 
it. As it is of the ſame kind; in this caſe 
each Member naturally cares for his Fellow : 
1 mean not after the fleſh; this care is not 
grounded in natural relation, or excited by 
any civil connexion in life ; nor doth it ariſe 
from any carnal affetion, or worldly mo- 
tive whatever; it is of a ſublime and heaven- 
ly nature, a fruit of the Spirit, and a branch 
of that obedience of faich which worketh by 
love : Nevertheleſs, every living Member of 
a Chriſtian Society, who deriving grace from 
the Head, ſupplieth his place in the Body, 
naturally careth for his Brother, this care 
being natural to the new creature, and the 
genuine fruit of divine love, which animates 
them that are called. And, 

2. This may well be denominated the ſame 
care, ſince each one exerts himſelf therein 
with the ſame view; namely, To edify the 

| | Body; 
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Body, and to the advantage of every parti- 
cular Member. The fellowſhip of the Spirit 
admits of no private, ſelfiſh, or' fniſter end ; 
it is generous, impartial, and influences 
thoſe who partake of it to mind the ſame 
thing, and centre in the ſame kind and 


uſeful deſign, in every a& of communion, 
And further, 


'3. The identity of this care lies in the 


manner in which every one guided by the 
ſame Spirit, exerts himſelf to fulfil it, 
namely, in the diligent exerciſe of his talent in 
the place he is fixed: In a diſcharge of this 
obligation each man Keeps to his poſt, 
and attends the duties of his function, 

This /ame care which the Members of a 
Church are called upon to have one for 
another, is ſo far from being inconſiſtent 
with their holding different powers and places 
in the Body, that the fulfilment of this 
mutual and univerſal obligation, as the Lord 


| hath appointed, ſuppoſes that diverſity ; 


for it conſiſts in each one being active in his 
particular ſtation, ' or as the Apoſtle expreſſ- 
eth it: Every joint ſupplieth, according to the 
effeTua! working in the meaſure of every part, 


33 mieketh 
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maketh the increaſe of the body, unto the edifying 
of itſelf in love. 

Thus the ſameneſs of this care incum- 
bent on every Church-Member, is agreeable 
to the nature and order of chriſtian Society ; 
it is juſtly ſaid to be the /ame ſince it is natu- 
ral in each, according to the Spirit; every 
ones care 1s with the ſame view, and the. 
manner of fulfilling i the ſame. Let us now 
briefly conſider, | 


II. What each Member 1s to be careful 
about reſpeCting his Fellow ? And the object : 
of his care may be compriſed under the 
following particulars, which I can ſcarce 
more than ment1on. 

1. A principal care of each for kis Brother 
is, that he doth not apoſtarize from the faith, 
but that he holds faſt his profeſſion to the 
end. The communion of Saints is a means 
of perſeverance, and the care of Chriſtian 
Members one for another, bears ſome analo- 
gy to the care of their Head ; as the Father 
put his Choſen into the hands of his Son, 
that none might be loſt; in like manner our 
mutual care in this fellowſhip of Chtift, is 
to abide in him unto life everlaſting : It 13 
therefore incumbent on every one to endeavour 

| that 
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that his Brother turn not aſide from the ways 
of tne Lord. This 1s the grand concern we 
have for one another in the goſpel, that not 
any man fail of the grace of God, or draw 


back to perdition: To this end we are © to 


aſſemble together ; to be looking diligently, 
' and to build up one another in our moſt 
holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghoſt.” 
In a word, we are to care for each other, 
that each one believeth to the ſaving of the 
loul. Again, 

2. Every man is to care for his Brother's 
increaſe in grace, and the fruits of righ- 
teouſneſs. We are not only to be concern- 
ed that no one makes ſhipwreck of faith, 
but that every one abounds in the evidence 
of his calling; and this as a conſequence of 
the former, ſince they who do not advance, 
go backward in religion, and diligence under 
a profeſſion, is the appointed and neceſſary 
means of final perſeverance. Beſides, 

3. We are mutually obliged to care for 
each others honor and comfort. There 
ought to be conſolation in Chriſt, and com- 


fort of love: This includes a carefulneſs to 


avoid whatever may occalion offence, and 
| D 2 likewiſe 
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likewiſe every inſtance of brotherly-kindneſs 
in word or aCtion in our power, Theſe 
things conſidered, it 1s eaſy to ſee, 


TIT. That this care in the heart towards a 
Fellow-Communicant, will be attended with 
thoughtfulneſs about him. In the exerciſe 
of this ſpiritual brotherly concern, a man wall 
caſt about, and contrive how he may anſwer 
| the obligation he is under to his Fellow, 
and promote his piety and joy ; it will natu- 
rally incite our inſpection into his ſtate, our 
ſympathy and fear, whenever we behold him 
ready to ſlip in an hour of temptation. Di- 
viſions in the Church will be painful; we 
ſhall be ready to aſſemble for diſcipline, to 
viſit the afflicted, to paſs by perſonal offences, 
and finally, [the ſubje& will be animated to 
daily and earneſt prayer for the proſperity 
of Zion, | 

And, 1s this the conſtitution of a Goſpel- 
Church? Then nothing ſhort of * cleaving 
to the Lord with purpoſe of heart * ” can 

anſwer 


 ® As xi. 23, By which Barzabas ſeems principally to 
intend their adhering to their profeſſion, apreeable 
to the phraſe of being added to the Lord, which is the 
ſame with being added to the Church, Compare As 
:7. 52, and chap. x1. 24. 
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anſwer the end of chriſtian communion. If 
the peace of a Church depends on this mu- 
tual care of its Members one for another, 
will any man undertake to ſhew it poſſible 


that a Community ſhould proſper, unleſs the 
People keep cloſe together * Without the 


ſtricteſt union, and moſt intimate correſ- 
pondence, it is abſolutely impoſſible for this 
needful care to ſubſiſt. It is the bane of 
ſocial religion, when, through an inordinate 
love of pleaſure, a vain curiolity, or admira- 


tion of men, it becomes habitual for Chriſ-_ 


tians in fellowſhip to wander ; and ſtill more 
threatening if, from any cauſe whatſoever, 
thoſe who are ſolemnly united in theſe bonds 
of holineſs and peace, are on every occaſion 
thrown into contention and ſchiſm! Every 
notion and prafice that tends to divide or 
ſcatter the Members of a Church, ſtrikes 
at the foundation, and ſo far as it prevails, 
defeats the end of this ſacred Conſtitution. 
O that our PFerzfalem could be admired as 
a city compact together ; that the Members 
of each Society were as Brethren, more uni- 
verſal and conſtant Companions! This 
would revive and increaſe the glory of 1/rac! 
among us; Churches and Miniſters, and 


eſpecially 
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eſpecially thoſe who are ſituated nigh, would 


then gladly embrace every opportunity of 
friendly intercourſe, and be a mutual example 


and credit, and could not but highly eſteem 


one another. 


From this divine Conſtitution it likewife 
appears, that gathering of Churches ſhould be 
the end of preaching the word. The viſible 
intere{t of Chriſt, and the continuance of the 
eolpel in any place, depends on the com- 
munion of Saints, in the order appointed 
by heaven, which is that of particular fel- 
lowſhip; it 1s therefore not a little threatening 
when this is deſpiſed and neglected *, or 


treated as an indifferent matter. In the pri- 
mitive 


® In moſt aſſemblies there are ſome whoſe ſerious and 
conſtant attendance, diſtinguiſhing judgment, love of 
truth, good converſation, and generous concern in the 
ſupport of others, in the enjoyment of divine inſtitutions 
entitle them to our eſteem as Chriſtians indeed. Theſe 
are not ranked among them who negle& or ſlight the 
Redeemer's appointments. It would give us great joy to 
behold them animated freely to join us in the ſpecial or- 
dinances of communion. They cannot be offended that 
they are frequently and earneſtly intreated to regard their 
duty and priviledge, fince the commiſſion of our Lord 1s 
to teach every enlightened perſon to obſerve all things 
whatever he hath commanded ; and eſpecially as their . 
Miniſters are already poſſeſſed of their favour, and can 
have no other view in beſeeching them, than the glory 
of Chrift, and their own advantage, 
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mitive times there was not only daily preach- 


Ing, but alſo daily addition to the Church ; 
for in thoſe days they who believed, without 


| delay were baptized, and joined to the Lord 
in his houſe; and if this original pattern 


was followed, there is reaſon to conclude it 


would greatly advance the Churches of 
Chriſt, and promote the cauſe of our bleſſed 
Redeemer. However, in this way chriſti- 
anity was firſt eſtabliſhed, and in the ſame 
manner it will be maintained on the earth, to 
the end of the world. 

Promiſcuous aſſemblies for hearing the 


word abound; and, by whomloever the 


truth is publiſhed, may it ſucceed, to the 
enlightening of the children of men; bur, 
unleſs the. deſign of the preacher is, to lead 
them who are called into a profeſſed ſubjec- 
tion to the inſtitutions of Chriſt, what rational 
view can he have towards the increaſe of his 
viſible intereſt among us? It ſeems not im- 
_ poſllble, it permitted, for men who are unac- 
quainted with, or averſe to the ſpecial 
ordinances of chriſtian communion, under a 
notion of diſpenſing the word, to preach 


away a goſpel Church-ſtate from a nation, 
Far 
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eſpecially thoſe who are ſituated nigh, would 

then gladly embrace every opportunity of 
friendly intercourſe, and be a mutual example 
and credit, and could not but highly eſteem 
one another. 

From this divine Conſtitution it likewife 
appears, that gathering of Churches ſhould be 
the end of preaching the word. The viſible 
intereſt of Chriſt, and the continuance of the 
eolpel in any place, depends on the com- 
munion of Saints, in the order appointed 
by heaven, which is that of particular fel- 
towſhip ; it 1s therefore not a little threatening 
when this 1s deſpiſed and neglected *, or 


| treated as an indifferent matter. In the pri- 


mitive 


® In moſt aſſemblies there are ſome whoſe ſerious and 
conitant attendance, diſtinguiſhing judgment, love of 
truth, good converſation, and generous concern in the 
ſupport of others, in the enjoyment of divine inſtitutions 
entitle them to our efteem as Chriſtians indeed. Theſe 
are not ranked among them who negle& or flight the 
Redeemer's appointments. It would give us great joy to 
behold them animated freely to join us in the ſpecial or- 
dinances of communion. 'Fhey cannot be offended that 


| they are frequently and earneſtly intreated to regard their 


cuty and priviledge, fince the commiſſion of our Lord is 
to teach eyery enlightened perſon to obſerve all things 
whatever he hath commanded; and eſpecially as their . 
Minifters are already poſſeſſed of their favour, and can 
have no other view in beſeeching them, than the glory 
of Chrift, and their own advantage, 
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mitive times there was not only daily preach- 


Ing, but alſo daily addition to the Church ; 
for in thoſe days they who believed, without 


delay were baptized, and joined to the Lord 
in his houſe; and if this original pattern 


was followed, there is reaſon to conclude it 


would greatly advance the Churches of 
Chriſt, and promote the cauſe of our bleſled 
Redeemer. However, in this way chriſti- 
anity was firſt eſtabliſhed, and in the ſame 
manner it will be maintained on the earth, to 
the end of the world. 

Promiſcuous aſſemblies for hearing the 


word abound; and, by whomloever the 


truth 1s publiſhed, may it ſucceed, to the 
enlightening of the children of men; bur, 
unleſs the deſign of the preacher is, to lead 
them who are called into a profeſſed ſubjec- 
tion to the inſtitutions of Chriſt, what rational 
view can he have towards the increaſe of his 
viſible intereſt among us? It ſeems not im- 
poſſible, if permitted, for men who are unac- 
quainted with, or averſe to the ſpecial 
ordinances of chriſtian communion, under a 
notion of diſpenſing the word, to preach 
away a goſpel Church-ſtate from a nation, 

Fas 
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| Far be it that by any means the kingdom of 
{ heaven ſhould depart from our favourite 


land ! 
I need only fay, as hinted before, that 


_ every Schiſm in a Church is unconſtitutional : 


Whatever may be the occaſion, it contra- 
dicts the deſign of a gracious God in his 
houſe, and is to be imputed alone to the 
pride and corruption of man. God hath 
ſo tempered or conſtituted his Church, zhaz 
there ſhould be no Schiſm in the Body, but that 
the Members ſhould have the ſame care one for 
another. woes 
We have now ſeen, my Brethren, the nature 
and manner of this mutual care which every 
Chriſtian ſhould have for his Fellow ; and, is 
it not an admirable ſyſtem of communion ? 
Can any thing tend more to harmony and 
love? Thanks be to God for the compara- 
tive peace which at preſent ſubſiſts ; bur, 
have we no reaſon, on reflection, to lament 
that we fall ſhort of this noble plan of opera- 
tion? O that the Spirit of wiſdom and chari- 
ty may be poured forth from on high, that, 
laying afide every thing carnal and ſelfiſh, 
we might be more ſpiritual and princely, 
prefering one another in love, and thereby 
more 
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more perfectly anſwer the will of the Lord in 
the privilege we enjoy ! 

It remains, Beloved, that I drop a word 
concerning your known obligations to our 
_ dear Brother, your Paſtor: I have becn 
ſhewing you the only effeftual means of 
honor and comfort in chriſtian Society, and 
doubt not but you are ready to ſay ; Happy are 
the People who are thus mutually concerned, 
as the Lord hath appointed, for each others 
welfare in time and eternity ! May you coen- 
continue to follow this plan, and enjoy the 
felicity it inſures; this will yield univerſal 
content, ſince in the exerciſe of this care 
every Member will be regarded according to 
his ſtation; and, as obſerved in the begin- 
ning of my diſcourſe, this will ſecure to your 
Miniſter whatever is cue to his character. 
The ſudden ftarts of weak and unſtable Pro- 
fFeffors, which abound in every age, and by 
whoſe breath fome perſons, unwary, have 
been flattered to their coſt, are uncertain and 
fleeting: To-day, without ſufficient caule, 

but with precipitant zeal, they .extol us to 
the ſkies: To-morrow, with lets reaſon, and 
greater vehemence, they would ceprectate * 
and even debale us to the earth. Nor is this a 


F new 


34 The Conſlitation of a Goſpel-Church 


new or ſtrange condu&; © you know that 
in this manner the Galatians treated the great 
Apoſtle Paul; once they received him as. 
an Angel of God, even as Chriſt Jeſus, and 
bleſt themſelves under his Miniſtry, inſo- 
much that ne bears them record that if it 
had been poſſible they would have plucked 
out their own eyes, and have given them to 
him ; yet in a little time theſe very men, 
being ſeduced, were turned againſt him ; 
they counted him as an enemy z and, in all 
appearance, they would in their diſpleaſure, 
if they had met with him, have plucked 
out his eyes; where is then the bleſied- 
neſs they ſpake of?” But the reputation 
and acceptance of a Miniſter, which he ob- 
tains from an orderly People, will abide, 
yea, and increaſe, in proportion to his fide- 
lity, ſkill, and diligence in the work of the 
Lord, On this baſis I am perſuaded that 
my beloved Brother will find a growing 
{ſatisfaction in his Iabours among you. 

You need not be told, and I ſhall not de- 
tain you in dwelling on the reſpect that is 
due to your Miniſter, or in. proving that a 
decent and honorable regard to one in his 
iacred office is of the utmoſt importance; on 

thi 
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this, under a divine blefling, a flouriſhing 
ſtate of religion in the Church very much de- 
pends; nevertheleſs, I muſt not wholly omit 
this capital article, and you will ſuffer me 
_ to ſay that you are, Beloved, henceforwarci 


to account 'our Brother as a Miniſter of 


Chriſt, and a Steward of the myſteries of 


God; you will then with reverence and 


conſtancy attend his miniſtration of the 
word and ordinances, and ſubmit yourſelves 
to him in the Lord, Tf the mutual care of 
Chriſtians in fellowſhip, as you have heard, 
extends its influence unto the conlolation 
and joy of the leaſt in the Church, it can 
never conſiſt with grieving your Paſtor and 
Guide, by a wilful and habitual negle&t of 
his daily miniſtrations among you; bur if 
time would permit, your known condu& 
in this reſpe&t forbids my inſiſting upon 
It. ET 

You know that it is exprefly required that 
you very highly eſteem your Miniſter , 
the manner in which you have received him 
in the Lord, his ſacred character, and im- 
portant work, his courage and uſefulneſs in 


the diſcharge of his office, and your own. 


credit and advantage, require you to hold 
© 2 our 
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our Brother in due reputation ; as one juſtly 
obſerves, the charatter of a Miniſter is the 
grace of a Church; and a deſpiſed Miniftry, 
however excellent in itſelf, hath rarely 
ſucceeded. 

You have obtained a Paſtor, and re- 
ceived him as an anſwer of prayer ; let this 
be an argument for continuing in fervent 
ſupplications for him, both apart and to- 
gether; a comfortable proviſion for his ſup- 
port, according to your ability, you need 
not be urged to; but let me adviſe you to 
cultivate an intimate correſpondence with 
him; confine not your knowledge of him 
to the pulpit; but, as ye have opportu- 
nity, let your houſes witneſs to your friend- 
ſhip, and becoming freedom one with ano- 
ther. Satan hath -often got an advantage of 
a ſhy or diſtant {behaviour between a People 


and their Miniſter; and in your converſe 


with him be not on the reſerve with re- 
ſpe&t to your ſpiritual concerns, and the 
effects of his labours among you; for want 
of a frank diſpoſition to acknowledge what 
the Lord hath done by the Miniſtry of his 
Servants, ſome of them have long been dil- 

couraged 


— 
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couraged, when in fa@t, if they were duly 
informed, they would ſee abundant reaſon to 
rejoice, 

I conclude, my dear Friends, with the 
Apoltle*s ſalutation, when he was about to 
finiſh his ſecond Epiſtle to the Corinthians : 
Finally, Brethren, farewel: Be perfe?, be of 
Food comfort, be of cne mind, ive in peace, 
and the God of Iove and peace fhall be with 
you. Amen, 


—— _ 
Ms a. AS nd —_— 7 ww —_— 


Lately Publiſhed by the AvuTnor. 


I. HE Experience of the Saints afſerted 

and pioved. Being five Diſcourſes 
on the nature of Chriſtian Experience, and 
the Operations of the Holy Spirit. Price 
ſewed 1s. 64. 


IT. The Chriſtian's Concern that he may 
not be a Caſt-away. Two Dilcourſes on 1 Cor, 
ix, 27. Price 89. 


THI. A Sermon on the deceaſe of his late 
Royal Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland. 
Price 6d. 


IV. A Sermon on the eternal Exiſtence of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Price 6d. 


_ V. A Farewel-Sermon to the Church and 
Congregation under the Care of the Rev. 
Mr. Fohn Rogers. Delivered OF, 12, 1766. 


Price 6d. 


as 1 ay NE EPS 4s 


o 


* 
[1 
x 
" 
m 
k 


